Abstract: Merkel cell carcinoma is an uncommon neuroendocrine carcinoma with a rising incidence and an aggressive behavior. It predominantly occurs in older patients, with onset occurring at a mean age of 75-80 years. Recognized risk factors are ultraviolet sunlight exposure, immunosuppression, and, more recently, Merkel cell polyomavirus. We report a case of Merkel cell carcinoma in a young HIV positive patient with Merkel Cell polyomavirus detected in the tumor.
INTRODUCTION
Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC) is an uncommon neuroendocrine carcinoma with a rising incidence and an aggressive behavior that mostly arises in sun exposed areas. The head and neck are the most affected sites, followed by the trunk and limbs. 1 It predominantly occurs in older patients, with onset occurring at a mean age of 75-80 years with a male predilection. 2 Only 5% of cases occur in patients under 50 years. Recognized risk factors are ultraviolet (UV) sunlight exposure and immunosuppression. More recently, Merkel cell polyomavirus (MCPyV) has also been identifıed as a causative agent. 3 We report an aggressive evolution case of MCC in a young HIV positive patient with MCPyV detected in the tumor. or buttocks. 4 Significant clinical characteristics of this tumor have been summarized in an acronym: AEIOU (Asymptomatic, Expanding rapidly, Immune compromised, Older than 50, and UV-exposed, fair skin.). 5, 6 MCC, which like melanoma appears to be derived from neural crest progenitor cells, occurs at an increased incidence in HIV-infected individuals and transplant recipients than in the general population. 7 In this case, in addition to our patient being HIV positive, MCC had a very aggressive evolution.
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